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Like plumbing

You rarely see or 
worry about IP 
addresses
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What are IP addresses?

•IP addresses are the numeric 
identifiers computers use

•They sit underneath the friendly 
names we use, like www.icann.org
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How many are there?
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How many are there?

4,294,967,296
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But wait, there’s more

That was IPv4 and IPv6 makes it 
look very, very small

5



6

The scale is hard to comprehend
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IPv6 gives devices much more 
personal space
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In numbers

•Every network segment (LAN) gets 
18,446,744,073,709,551,616 
addresses

•Homes get 256 LANs
•Businesses get 65,536 LANs
•ISPs can make 6m assignments with 

their initial allocation
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How was that decided?

• IP address assignment 
policy is decided in 
the RIRs’ policy 
forums

•Everyone can take 
part
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Who does take part?
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When is IPv6 o’clock?
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Can we run IPv6 yet?
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Where can I find out more?

http://www.ipv6actnow.org/
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